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Jane Austen: Emma 
Jane Austen teased readers with the idea of a 'heroine whom no one but myself will 
much like', but Emma is irresistible. 'Handsome, clever, and rich', Emma is also an 
'imaginist', 'on fire with speculation and foresight'. She sees the signs of romance all 
around her, but thinks she will never be married. Her matchmaking maps out 
relationships that Jane Austen ironically tweaks into a clearer perspective. Judgement 
and imagination are matched in games the reader too can enjoy, and the end is a 
triumph of understanding. 

Charlotte Bronte: Jane Eyre 
Jane Eyre ranks as one of the greatest and most perennially popular works of English 
fiction. Although the poor but plucky heroine is outwardly of plain appearance, she 
possesses an indomitable spirit, a sharp wit and great courage. She is forced to battle 
against the exigencies of a cruel guardian, a harsh employer and a rigid social order. All of 
which circumscribe her life and position when she becomes governess to the daughter of 
the mysterious, sardonic and attractive Mr Rochester. 

Emily Bronte: Wuthering Heights 
Whatever our souls are made of, his and mine are the same.’ 
When her father brings back an orphan from a trip to Liverpool, Catherine Earnshaw is 
fascinated by the strange, ferel boy. Alike in spirit, Cathy and Heathcliff soon form a 
bond – running riot as children and, later, embarking on a fierce love affair. But when 
intense passion turns to violent betrayal, Heathcliff flees – returning as a rich man with 
an eye for vengeance. 

Wilkie Collins: The Woman in White 
When the hero, Walter Hartright, on a moonlit night in north London, encounters a 
solitary, terrified and beautiful woman dressed in white, he feels impelled to solve the 
mystery of her distress. The intricate plot is peopled with a finely characterised cast, 
from the peevish invalid Mr Fairlie to the corpulent villain Count Fosco and the 
enigmatic woman herself. 
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Charles Dickens: Bleak House 
Bleak House is one of Dickens' finest achievements, establishing his reputation as a serious 
and mature novelist, as well as a brilliant comic writer. It is at once a complex mystery story 
that fully engages the reader in the work of detection, and an unforgettable indictment of an 
indifferent society. Its representations of a great city's underworld, and of the law's 
corruption and delay, draw upon the author's personal knowledge and experience. 

Daphne du Maurier: Rebecca 
On a trip to the South of France, the shy heroine of Rebecca falls in love with Maxim de 
Winter, a handsome widower. Although his proposal comes as a surprise, she happily agrees 
to marry him. But as they arrive at her husband's home, Manderley, a change comes over 
Maxim, and the young bride is filled with dread. Friendless in the isolated mansion, she 
realises that she barely knows him. In every corner of every room is the phantom of his 
beautiful first wife, Rebecca, and the new Mrs de Winter walks in her shadow. 
 

E.M. Forster: A Room with a View 
"But you do," he went on, not waiting for contradiction. "You love the boy body and soul, 
plainly, directly, as he loves you, and no other word expresses it ..." 
Lucy has her rigid, middle-class life mapped out for her until she visits Florence with her 
uptight cousin Charlotte, and finds her neatly ordered existence thrown off balance. Her eyes 
are opened by the unconventional characters she meets at the Pension Bertolini: flamboyant 
romantic novelist Eleanor Lavish, the Cockney Signora, curious Mr Emerson and, most of all, 
his passionate son George. Lucy finds herself torn between the intensity of life in Italy and 
the repressed morals of Edwardian England, personified in her terminally dull fiancé Cecil 
Vyse. Will she ever learn to follow her own heart 

Elizabeth Gaskell: North and South 
When her father leaves the Church in a crisis of conscience, Margaret Hale is uprooted from 
her comfortable home in Hampshire to move with her family to the north of England. 
Initially repulsed by the ugliness of her new surroundings in the industrial town of Milton, 
Margaret becomes aware of the poverty and suffering of the local mill workers and 
develops a passionate sense of social justice. This is intensified by her tempestuous 
relationship with the mill-owner and self-made man, John Thornton, as their fierce 
opposition over his treatment of his employees masks a deeper attraction 

Thomas Hardy: Tess of the D’Urbervilles 
Set in Hardy's Wessex, Tess is a moving novel of hypocrisy and double standards. It tells of 
Tess Durbeyfield, the daughter of a poor and dissipated villager, who learns that she may be 
descended from the ancient family of d'Urbeville. In her search for respectability her 
fortunes fluctuate wildly, and the story assumes the proportions of a Greek tragedy. It 
explores Tess's relationships with two very different men, her struggle against the social 
mores of the rural Victorian world which she inhabits and the hypocrisy of the age 
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Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter 
Having been found guilty of adultery, Hester Prynne is forced to wear an embroidered scarlet 
letter "A" as a punishment for her sin. While her vengeful husband embarks on a quest to 
discover the identity of her lover, she is left to face the consequences of her infidelity and find a 
place for herself and her illegitimate child in the hostile environment of seventeenth-century 
Puritan Boston 
 

Henry James: The Turn of the Screw 
The Turn of the Screw is the classic ghost story for which James is most remembered. Set in a 
country house, it is a chilling tale of the supernatural told by a master of the genre 

Edgar Allan Poe: Tales of Mystery and Imagination 
This collection of Poe's best stories contains all the terrifying and bewildering tales that 
characterise his work. As well as the Gothic horror of such famous stories as 'The Pit and the 
Pendulum', 'The Fall of the House of Usher', 'The Premature Burial' and 'The Tell-Tale Heart', all of 
Poe's Auguste Dupin stories are included.These are the first modern detective stories and include 
'The Murders in the Rue Morgue', 'The Mystery of Marie Roget' and 'The Purloined Letter' 

Bram Stoker: Dracula 
When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help Count Dracula purchase a London house, he 
makes horrifying discoveries in his client's castle. Soon afterwards, disturbing incidents unfold in 
England: a ship runs aground on the shores of Whitby, its crew vanished; beautiful Lucy Westenra 
slowly succumbs to a mysterious, wasting illness, her blood drained away; and the lunatic 
Renfield raves about the imminent arrival of his 'master' 

Leo Tolstoy: Anna Karenina 
Anna Karenina seems to have everything - beauty, wealth, popularity and an adored son. But she 
feels that her life is empty until the moment she encounters the impetuous officer Count 
Vronsky. Their subsequent affair scandalizes society and family alike and soon brings jealously 
and bitterness in its wake. Contrasting with this tale of love and self-destruction is the vividly 
observed story of Levin, a man striving to find contentment and a meaning to his life - and also a 
self-portrait of Tolstoy himself 
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Acevedo: Fire on High 
Emoni wasn’t to be a chef more than anything, but having a two-year-old daughter, and being 
seventeen and still at school, isn’t exactly making life easy. The one place she can let everything 
go is in the kitchen, where she has magical hands – whipping up extraordinary food beloved by 
everyone from her grandmother to her best friend Angelica. Emoni knows, though, that there 
are rules she has to play by. And yet, once she gets cooking, her passion to feed will nourish her 
soul and dreams too. With the fire on high, anything is possible…. 
 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: Americanah 
Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria. In America 
Ifemelu has to grapple with what it means to be black, despite her academic success. Obinze 
plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, when they reunite 
in a newly democratic Nigeria and reignite their passion – for each other and for their 
homeland – they face the hardest decision of their lives. 
 

Monica Ali: Brick Lane 
Still in her teenage years, Nazneen finds herself in an arranged marriage with a disappointed 
man who is twenty years older. Away from the mud and heat of her Bangladeshi village, home 
is now a cramped flat in a high-rise block in London's East End. Nazneen knows not a word of 
English, and is forced to depend on her husband. But unlike him she is practical and wise, and 
befriends a fellow Asian girl Razia, who helps her understand the strange ways of her adopted 
new British home 

Lisa Allen-Agostini: The Bread the Devil Knead (Shortlist Women’s Prize for Fiction 2022) 
Alethea Lopez is about to turn 40. Fashionable, feisty and fiercely independent, she manages a 
boutique in Port of Spain., but behind closed doors she’s covering up bruises from her abusive 
partner and seeking solace in an affair with her boss. When she witnesses a woman murdered 
by a jealous lover, the reality of her own future comes a little too close to home. Bringing us her 
truth in an arresting, unsparing Trinidadian voice, Alethea unravels memories repressed since 
childhood and begins to understand the person she has become. Her next step is to decide the 
woman she wants to be.  
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Dean Atta: The Black Flamingo 
This is not about being ready, it’s not even about being fierce, or fearless, it’s about being free. 
Michael waits in the stage wings, wearing a pink wig, pink fluffy coat and black heels. One more 
step will see him illuminated by spotlight. He has been on a journey of bravery to get here, and 
he is almost ready to show himself to the world in bold colours….Can he emerge as The Black 
Flamingo? 
 

Margaret Atwood: The Testaments (Winner The Booker Prize 2019) 
The Republic of Gilead is beginning to rot from within. At this crucial moment, two girls with 
radically different experiences of the regime come fact to face with the legendary, ruthless 
Aunt Lydia. But how far will each go for what she believes? 
 

Sara Barnard: Goodbye, Perfect 
When I was wild, you were steady… 
Now you are wild – what am I? 
Eden McKinley knows she can’t count on much in this world, but she can depend on 
Bonnie, her solid, steady, straight-A best friend. So it’s a bit of a surprise when Bonnie 
runs away with a guy Eden knows nothing about five days before the start of their GCSEs. 
And it’s the last person she would have expected. 
 

Brit Bennett: The Vanishing Half (Shortlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction 2021) 
Stella and Desiree are identified twins, growing up together in a small, Southern black 
community. Until, at age sixteen, they run away. Years later, everything about their lives 
is different: their families, communities and racial identities.  
 

Lulu Allison: Salt Lick 
Britain is awash, the sea creeps into the land, brambles and forest swamp derelict towns. Food 
production has moved overseas and people are forced to move to the cities for work. The 
countryside is empty. A chorus, the herd voice of feral cows, wander this newly wild land 
watching over changing times, speaking with love and exasperation. Jesse and his puppy Mister 
Maliks roam the woods until his family are forced to leave for London. Lee runs from the terrible 
restrictions of the White Town where he grew up. Isolde leaves London on foot, walking the 
abandoned A12 in search of the truth about her mother.  
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Holly Bourne: The places I’ve cried in public (Shortlisted for the Bookseller YA Prize 2020) 
It looked like love. It felt like love. But this isn’t a love story. Amelie fell hard for Reese. 
And she thought he loved her too. But she’s starting to realize that real love isn’t supposed 
to hurt like this.  So now she’s retracing their story, revisiting all the places he made her 
cry. Because if she works out what went wrong, perhaps she can finally learn how to get  
over him 

Ray Bradbury: Fahrenheit 451 
The hauntingly prophetic classic novel set in a not-too-distant future where books are burned by 
a special task force of firemen. Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are 
forbidden, being the source of all discord and unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there 
is discord in his marriage. Are books hidden in his house? 
 

John Buchan: The Thirty-Nine Steps (The Richard Hannay Adventures) 
 Recently returned from South Africa, adventurer Richard Hannay is bored with life, but after a 
chance encounter with an American who informs him of an assassination plot and is then 
promptly murdered in Hannay's London flat, he becomes the obvious suspect and is forced to go 
on the run. He heads north to his native Scotland, fleeing the police and his enemies.  
 

Candice Carty-Williams: Queenie (Longlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction) 
Meet Queenie. Journalist. Catastrophist. Expressive. Aggressive. Loved. Lonely. Enough? 
A darkly comic and bitingly subversive take on life, love, race and family. 
 
 

Stephen Chbosky: The Perks of being a Wallflower 
Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no means 
popular. Shy, introspective, intelligent beyond his years yet socially awkward, he is a 
wallflower, caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it. Charlie is attempting 
to navigate his way through uncharted territory 
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Brian Conaghan: The Weight of a Thousand Feathers 
‘Help me,’ she says. She’s clear-eyed and steadfast. ‘Please?’ 
How far would you go for someone you love? What would you do if they asked? 
When Bobby Seed’s mum asks him the Impossible Question, how will he answer? 
 

Juno Dawson: Clean (Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2019) 
When socialite Lexi Volkov almost overdoses, she thinks she's hit rock bottom. She's wrong. 
Because rock bottom is when she's forced into an exclusive rehab facility. From there, the only 
way is up for Lexi and her fellow inmates, including the mysterious Brady. As she faces her 
demons, Lexi realises love is the most powerful drug of all ... It's a dirty business getting clean. 
 

Laura Dockrill: Big Bones (Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2019) 
Meet Bluebelle, aka BB, aka Big Bones. She’s bold, beautiful and beginning her summer holiday. 
But instead of relaxing she’s being forced to write a food diary – and she has a lot to say. Then 
an accident upturns her family, and BB finds it’s not just the diary bringing unexpected change 
into her life. And Max with the dimples – will they ever move beyond latte art and camomile tea? 

 

Susanna Clarke: Piranesi (Winner of Women’s Prize for Fiction 2021) 
Piranesi lives in the House. Perhaps he always has. Then messages begin to appear, 
scratched out in chalk on the pavements. There is someone new in the House. But who 
are they and what do they want? Lost texts must be found; secrets must be uncovered. 
The world that Piranesi though he knew is becoming strange and dangerous. The Beauty 
of the House is immeasurable; its Kindness infinite.  

 

Catherine Chidgey: Remote Sympathy (Longlist Women’s Prize for Fiction 2022) 
Moving away from their lovely apartment in Munich isn’t nearly as wrenching an experience for 
Frau Greta Hahn as she had feared. Indeed, life here in Buchenwald would appear to be idyllic. 
But lying just beyond the forest that surrounds them – so close and yet so remote – is the 
looming presence of a work camp. Frau Hahn’s husband, SS Sturmbannfuhrer Dietrich Hahn, is to 
take up a powerful new position as the camp’s administrator.  
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Sharon Dogar: Monsters 
1814: Two 16-year-old stepsisters run away with a married man. The results are 
devastating and the ripples will be felt for centuries. This is the incredible story of 
Mary Shelley- radical, rebellious and entranced. It is the story of a young woman 
who defies tradition and society, and who draws upon the monstrous elements of 
her own life to create Frankenstein and the most memorable monster of them all.  

 

Bernardine Evaristo: Girl, Woman, Other (Winner of The Book Prize 2019) 
This is Britain as you’ve never read it. This is Britain as it has never been told. From 
the top of the country to the bottom, across more than a century of change and 
growth and struggle and life, Girl, Woman, Other follows twelve very different 
characters on an entwined journey of discovery. It is future, it is past. It is fiction, it is 
history. It is a novel about who we are now. 

 

Sebastian Faulks: Birdsong 
1910. Amiens, Northern France. Stephen Wraysford, a young Englishman, arrives in the 
French city to stay with the Azaire family. He falls in love with unhappily married Isabelle and 
the two enter a tempestuous love affair. But, with the world on the brink of war, the 
relationship falters. With his love for Isabelle forever engraved on his heart, Stephen 
volunteers to fight on the Western Front and enters the unimaginable dark world beneath the 
trenches of No Man’s Land.  

Alex Garland: The Beach 
Richard lands in East Asia in search of an earthly utopia. In Thailand, he is given a map 
promising an unknown island, a secluded beach - and a new way of life. What Richard finds 
when he gets there is breathtaking: more extraordinary, more frightening than his wildest 
dreams. But how long can paradise survive here on Earth? And what lengths will Richard go 
to in order to save it? 
 

Louise Erdrich: The Sentence (Shortlist Women’s Prize for Fiction 2022) 
A small independent bookstore in Minneapolis is haunted from November 2019 to 
November 2020 by its most annoying customer, Flora. Flora dies on All Souls’ Day, but 
she simply won’t leave the store. Tookie, who has landed a job selling books after years of 
incarceration that she survived by reading ‘with murderous attention,’ must solve the 
mystery of this haunting while at the same time trying to understand all that occurs in 
Minneapolis during a year of grief, astonishment and furious reckoning.  
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John Green: An Abundance of Katherines 
When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton's type is girls named Katherine. And when it 
comes to girls named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be exact. 
 

Graham Greene: Brighton Rock 
A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton. Seventeen-year-old Pinkie, 
malign and ruthless, has killed a man. Believing he can escape retribution, he is unprepared 
for the courageous, life-embracing Ida Arnold. Greene's gripping thriller, exposes a world of 
loneliness and fear, of life lived on the 'dangerous edge of things'. 

Kelleigh Greenberg-Jephcott: Swan Song 
To the outside world, they were the icons of high society – the most glamourous and influential women 
of their age. To Truman Capote, they were his Swans: the ideal heroines, as vulnerable as they were 
powerful. They trusted him with their most guarded, martini-soaked secrets, each believing she was 
more special and loved than the next….Until he betrayed them. 
 

Damon Galgut: The Promise (Winner The 2021 Booker Prize) 
On a farm outside Pretoria, the Swarts are gathering for Ma’s funeral. The younger 
generation, Anton and Amor, detest everything the family stand for – not least their 
treatment of the Black woman who has worked for them her whole life. Salome was to be 
given her own house, her own land…yet somehow, that vow is carefully ignored. As each 
decade passes, and the family assemble again, one question hovers over them. Can you ever 
escape the repercussions of a broken promise? 
 

V.V. Ganeshananthan: Brotherless Night (Women’s Prize for Fiction Shortlist 2024) 
Sixteen-year-old Sashi wants to become a doctor. But over the next decade, as a vicious 
civil war tears through her hometown of Jaffna, her dream takes her on a different 
path as she sees those around her, including her four beloved brothers and their 
friend, get swept up in violent political ideologies and their consequences. Desperate 
to act, she must ask herself: is it possible for anyone to move through life without 
doing harm? 
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Stacey Halls: The Familiars  
Lancashire, 1612. Fleetwood Shuttleworth is 17 years old, married and pregnant for the fourth 
time. But as mistress at Gawthorpe Hall, she still has no living child, and her husband Richard 
is anxious for an heir. Then she crosses paths by chance with Alice Gray, a young midwife, who 
promises to help her give birth to a healthy baby. When Alice is drawn into the witchcraft 
accusations that are sweeping the north-west, Fleetwood risks everything by trying to help her. 
As the legendary Pendle witch trials approach and Fleetwood’s stomach continues to grow, 
time is running out and both their lives are at stake…. 
 

Frances Hardinge: A Skinful of Shadows 
When a creature dies, its spirit can go looking for somewhere to hide. Some people have 
space inside them, perfect for hiding. Makepeace, a courageous girl with a mysterious past, 
defends herself nightly from the ghosts which try to possess her. Then a dreadful event 
causes her to drop her guard for a moment. And now there's a ghost inside her. 
 

Matt Haig: The Midnight Library 
Nora’s life has been going from bad to worse. Then at the stroke of midnight on her 
last day on earth she finds herself being transported to a library. There she is given 
the chance to undo her regrets and try out each of the other lives she might have 
lived. Which raises the ultimate question: with infinite choices, what is the best way 
to live? 

Kate Grenville: Restless Dolly Maunder (Women’s Prize for Fiction Shortlist 2024) 
Dolly Maunder is born at the end of the nineteenth century, when society's long-locked doors 
are just starting to creak ajar for determined women. Growing up in a poor farming family in 
rural New South Wales, Dolly spends her life doggedly pushing at those doors. A husband and 
two children do not deter her from searching for love and independence. 

Isabella Hammad: Enter Ghost (Women’s Prize for Fiction Shortlist 2024) 
When Sonia meets the charismatic Mariam, a local director, she joins a production of 
Hamlet in the West Bank. Soon, Sonia is rehearsing with a dedicated, if competitive, 
group of men – yet as opening night draws closer, it becomes clear just how many 
obstacles stand before the troupe. Amidst it all, the life she once knew starts to give 
way to the exhilarating possibility of finding a new self in her ancestral home. 
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Lisa Heathfield: Paper Butterflies 
June's life at home with her stepmother and stepsister is a dark one - and a secret 
one. Not even her father knows about it. She's trapped like a butterfly in a jar.But then 
she meets Blister, a boy in the woods. And in him, June recognises the tiniest glimmer of 
hope that perhaps she can find a way to fly far, far away. But freedom comes at a price . . 

Will Hill: After the Fire 
Father John controls everything inside The Fence. And Father John likes rules. Especially 
about never talking to Outsiders. Because Father John knows the truth. He knows what is 
right, and what is wrong. He knows what is coming. Moonbeam is starting to doubt, 
though. She's starting to see the lies behind Father John's words. She wants him to be 
found out. What if the only way out of the darkness is to light a fire? 

Khaled Hosseini: The Kite Runner 
Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting 
tournament and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can 
foresee what will happen to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives. 
 

Eva Ibbotson: The Secret Countess 
Anna, a young countess, has lived in the glittering city of St Petersburg all her life in an ice-
blue palace overlooking the River Neva. But when revolution tears Russia apart, her now-
penniless family is forced to flee to England. Armed with an out-of-date book on 
housekeeping, Anna determines to become a housemaid and she finds work at the Earl of 
Westerholme’s crumbling but magnificent mansion. 
 

Kazuo Ishiguro: Never Let Me Go 
Kazuo Ishiguro imagines the lives of a group of students growing up in a darkly skewed 
version of contemporary England. Narrated by Kathy, now thirty-one, Never Let Me Go 
dramatises her attempts to come to terms with her childhood at the seemingly idyllic 
Hailsham School and with the fate that has always awaited her and her closest friends in the 
wider world. A story of love, friendship and memory, Never Let Me Go is charged throughout 
with a sense of the fragility of life 
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Shirley Jackson: The Haunting of Hill House 
Alone in the world, Eleanor is delighted to take up Dr Montague’s invitation to spend a 
summer in the mysterious Hill House. Joining them are Theodora, an artistic ‘sensitive’, and 
Luke, heir to the house. But what begins as a light-hearted experiment is swiftly proven to 
be a trip into their darkest nightmares, and an investigation that one of their number may 
not survive.  

 

Shirley Jackson: We have always lived in the castle 
Living in the Blackwood family home with only her sister Constance and her Uncle Julian for 
company, Merricat just wants to preserve their delicate way of life. But ever since Constance 
was acquitted of murdering the rest of the family, the world isn’t leaving the Blackwoods 
alone. And when Cousin Charles arrives, armed with overtures of friendship and a desperate 
need to get into the safe, Merricat must do everything in her power to protect the remaining 
family. 

Tayari Jones: An American Marriage 
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of the American Dream. He is a young 
executive, and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting career. Until one day they are 
ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagined. Roy is arrested and sentenced 
to twelve years for a crime Celestial knows he didn’t commit. 
 

Jack Kerouac: On the Road 
Sal Paradise (Sam Riley), a young innocent, joins his hero Dean Moriarty (Garrett Hedlund), 
a traveller and mystic, the living epitome of Beat, on a breathless, exuberant ride back and 
forth across the United States. Their hedonistic search for release or fulfilment through 
drink, sex, drugs and jazz becomes an exploration of personal freedom, a test of the limits of 
the American dream. 
 

Cherie Jones: How the one-armed sister sweeps her house (Women’s Prize for 
Fiction 2021 Shortlist) 
In Baxter’s Beach, Barbados, Lala’s grandmother Wilma tells the story of the one-armed 
sister, a cautionary tale about what happens to girls who disobey their mothers. How the 
one-armed sister sweeps her house is the powerful, intense story of three marriages, and of 
a beautiful island paradise where, beyond the white sand beaches and the wealthy tourists, 
lies poverty, menacing violence and the story of the sacrifices some women make to 
survive. 
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Muhammad Khan: I am Thunder 
Muzna Saleem is used to being invisible. So no one is more surprised than her when Arif 
Malik, the hottest boy in school, takes a sudden interest.  But Arif is hiding a terrible secret 
and, as they begin to follow a dark path, Muzna faces an impossible choice: keep quiet and 
betray her beliefs, or speak out and betray her heart. 
 

John Knowles: A Separate Peace 
An American coming-of-age tale during a period when the entire country was losing its 
innocence to the second world war. Set at a boys' boarding school in New England during 
the early years of World War II, A Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of 
the dark side of adolescence. Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a 
handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What happens between the two friends one 
summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their world. 
 

Harper Lee: Go set a Watchman 
Maycomb, Alabama. Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch – ‘Scout’ – returns home from 
New York City to visit her ageing father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of the civil rights 
tensions and political turmoil that were transforming the South, Jean Louise’s homecoming 
turns bittersweet when she learns disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the town 
and the people dearest to her.  
 

Aube Rey Lescure: River East River West (Women’s Prize for Fiction Shortlist 2024) 
Shanghai, 2007: feeling betrayed by her American mother’s engagement to their rich 
landlord Lu Fang, fourteen-year-old Alva begins plotting her escape. But the exclusive 
American School – a potential ticket out – is not what she imagined. Qingdao, 1985: 
newlywed Lu Fang works as a lowly shipping clerk. Though he aspires to a bright 
future, he is one of many casualties of harsh political reforms. Then China opens up 
to foreigners and capital, and Lu Fang meets a woman who makes him question what 
he should settle for... 

 

Claire Kilroy: Soldier Sailor (Women’s Prize for Fiction Shortlist 2024) 
Exploring the clash of fierce love for a new life with a seismic change in identity, she 
vividly realises the tumultuous emotions of a new mother. As her marriage strains and 
she struggles with questions of love, autonomy creativity and the passing of time, an 
old friend makes a welcome return - but can he really offer a lifeline to the woman 
she used to be? 
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David Levithan: Every Day 
Each morning, A wakes up in a different body. There’s never any warning about who it will 
be, but A is used to that. Never get too attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not interfere. 
And that’s fine – until A wakes up in the body of Justin and meets Justin’s girlfriend, 
Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by which A has been living no longer apply. 
Because finally A has found someone he wants to be with – every day . . . 
 

Andrea Levy: Small Island 
It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war. But at 21 Nevern Street, London, the conflict 
has only just begun. Queenie Bligh's neighbours do not approve when she agrees to take in 
Jamaican lodgers, but Queenie doesn't know when her husband will return, or if he will come 
back at all. What else can she do? 
 

Yann Martel: The Life of Pi 
After the tragic sinking of a cargo ship, a solitary lifeboat remains bobbing on the wild, blue 
Pacific. The only survivors from the wreck are a sixteen-year-old boy named Pi, a hyena, a 
zebra (with a broken leg), a female orang-utan - and a 450-pound Royal Bengal tiger. The 
scene is set for one of the most extraordinary and best-loved works of fiction in recent 
years. 
 

Cormac McCarthy: The Road 
By the winner of the Pulitzer Prize for fiction, Cormac McCarthy's The Road is the story of a 
father and son walking alone through burned America, heading through the ravaged 
landscape to the coast. 
 

Meg Mason: Sorrow and Bliss (Longlist Women’s Prize for Fiction) 
Everyone tells Martha Friel she is clever and beautiful, a brilliant writer who has been loved 
every day of her adult life by one man, her husband Patrick. So why is everything broken? 
Maybe Martha is just someone who finds it harder to be alive than most people. Or maybe 
– as she has long believed – there is something wrong with her. Forced to return to  
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Ian McEwan: Atonement 
On the hottest day of the summer of 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis sees her sister 
Cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into the fountain in the garden of their country 
house. Watching her too is Robbie Turner who, like Cecilia, has recently come down 
from Cambridge. By the end of that day, the lives of all three will have been changed for 
ever, as Briony commits a crime for which she will spend the rest of her life trying to 
atone.  
 

Toni Morrison: The Bluest Eye 
Toni Morrison’s debut novel immerses us in the tragic, torn lives of a poor black family 
– Pauline, Cholly, Sam and Pecola – in post-Depression 1940s Ohio. Unlovely and 
unloved, Pecola prays each night for blue eyes like those of her privileged white 
schoolfellows. At once intimate and expansive, unsparing in its truth-telling. The Bluest 
Eye shows how the past savagely defines the present. 

Alice Oseman: I was Born for This (Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2019) 
For Angel, life is about one thing: The Ark – a pop-rock trio of teenage boys taking the 
world by storm. Being part of The Ark’s fandom has given her everything she loves – 
her friend Juliet, her dreams, her place in the world. Jimmy owes everything to The 
Ark. He’s their frontman – and playing in a band with his mates is all he ever dreamed 
of doing. But dreams don’t always turn out the way you think, and when Jimmy and 
Angel are unexpectedly thrust together they find out how strange and surprising facing 
up to reality can be. 

Louise O’Neill: The Surface Breaks (Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2019) 
Deep beneath the cold, stormy sea, Gaia is a mermaid who dreams of freedom from 
her controlling father. On her first swim to the surface, she is drawn towards a human 
boy. Gaia longs to join his carefree world, but how much will she have to sacrifice? 
What will it take for the little mermaid to find her voice? 
 

Alice Oseman: Loveless 
Georgia has never been in love, never kissed anyone, never even had a crush – but, as 
a fanfic-obsessed romantic, she’s sure she’ll find her person one day. As she starts 
university, Georgia makes a plan to find love. But when her actions wreak havoc 
among her friends she questions why romance seems so easy for other people yet not 
for her. 
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Emily X.R. Pan: The Astonishing Colour of After 
When Leigh’s mother dies by suicide she leaves only a scribbled note – I want you to 
remember. Leigh doesn’t understand its meaning and wishes she could turn to her best 
friend, Axel – if only she hadn’t kissed him and changed everything between them. 
Guided by a mysterious red bird, Leigh travels to Taiwan to meet her grandparents for the 
first time. There, Leigh retreats into art and memories, where colours collide, the rules of 
reality are broken and the ghosts of the past refuse to rest. 
 

Jodi Picoult: My Sister’s Keeper 
In all thirteen years of Anna's life, her parents have never given her a choice: she was 
born to be her sister Kate's bone marrow donor and she has always given Kate everything 
she needs. But when Anna is told Kate needs a new kidney, she begins to question how 
much she should be prepared to do to save the older sibling she has always been defined 
by. So Anna makes a decision that will change their family forever - perhaps even fatally 
for the sister she loves.  
 

Tom Pollock: White Rabbit, Red Wolf (Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2019) 
Seventeen-year old Peter Blackman is a maths prodigy. He also suffers from severe panic 
attacks. Afraid of everything, he finds solace in the orderly and logical world of 
mathematics and in the love of his family. However, when his mother is found stabbed 
before an award ceremony and his sister is nowhere to be found, Pete is dragged into a 
world of espionage and violence where state and family secrets intertwine. 

Terry Pratchett & Neil Gaiman: Good Omens 
“Armageddon only happens once, you know. They don’t let you go around again until you 
get it right.” 
According to the Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch – the world’s only 
totally reliable guide to the future, written in 1655, before she exploded – the world will 
end on a Saturday. Next Saturday, in fact. Just after tea… 
 

Ruth Ozeki: The Book of Form & Emptiness (Shortlist Women’s Prize for Fiction 2022) 
After the tragic death of his father, thirteen-year-old Benny Oh begins to hear voices. 
The voices belong to the things in his house and sound variously pleasant, angry or sad. 
Then his mother develops a hoarding problem, and the voices grow more clamorous. So 
Benny seeks refuge in the silence of a large public library. There he meets a 
mesmerising street artist, a homeless philosopher-poet; and his very own Book, who 
narrates Benny’s life and teaches him to listen to the things that truly matter. 
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Annie Proulx: The Shipping News 
Quoyle is a hapless, hopeless hack journalist living and working in New York. When his no-
good wife is killed in a spectacular road accident, Quoyle heads for the land of his 
forefathers -- the remotest corner of far-flung Newfoundland. With 'the aunt' and his 
delinquent daughters -- Bunny and Sunshine -- in tow, Quoyle finds himself part of an 
unfolding, exhilarating Atlantic drama. 'The Shipping News' is an irresistible comedy of 
human life and possibility. 
 

Remarque: All Quiet on the Western Front 
In 1914 a room full of German schoolboys, fresh-faced and idealistic, are goaded by 
their schoolmaster to troop off to the 'glorious war'. With the fire and patriotism of 
youth they sign up. What follows is the moving story of a young 'unknown soldier' 
experiencing the horror and disillusionment of life in the trenches 

Jean Rhys: Wide Sargasso Sea (only after you have read Jane Eyre) 
Her grand attempt to tell what she felt was the story of Jane Eyre's 'madwoman in the 
attic' Born into the oppressive, colonialist society of 1930s Jamaica, white Creole heiress 
Antoinette Cosway meets a young Englishman who is drawn to her innocent beauty and 
sensuality. After their marriage, however, disturbing rumours begin to circulate which 
poison her husband against her. Caught between his demands and her own precarious 
sense of belonging, Antoinette is inexorably driven towards madness, and her husband    
into the arms of another novel's heroine. This classic study of betrayal, a seminal work 
of postcolonial literature, is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful masterpiece. 

Sally Rooney: Normal People 
Connell and Marianne grow up in the same small town in the west of Ireland but the 
similarities end there. In school, Connell is popular and well-liked, while Marianne is a 
loner. But when the two strike up a conversation – awkward but electrifying – 
something life-changing begins.  

Sally Rooney: Conversations with Friends 
Frances, Bobbi, Nick and Melissa ask each other endless questions. As their 
relationships unfold, in person and online, they discuss sex and friendship, art 
and literature, politics and gender, and, of course, one another. Twenty-one-
year-old Frances is at the heart of it all, bringing us this tale of a complex 
menage-a-quatre and her affair with Nick, an older married man. You can 
read Conversations with Friends as a romantic comedy, or you can read it as a 
feminist text. You can read it as a book about infidelity, about the pleasures and 
difficulties of intimacy, or about how our minds think about our bodies.However 
you choose to read it, it is an unforgettable novel about the possibility of love. 
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Meg Rosoff: The Bride’s Farewell 
With its brooding and atmospheric nineteenth century setting, Meg Rosoff's The Bride's 
Farewell is a romantic novel that continues to haunt and captivate the reader long after 
reading. On the morning of her wedding, Pell Ridley creeps out of bed in the dark, kisses her 
sisters goodbye and flees - determined to escape a future that offers nothing but hard work 
and sorrow. 
 

Rainbow Rowell: Carry On 
Simon Snow just wants to relax and savour his last year at the Watford School of Magicks, but 
no one will let him. His girlfriend broke up with him, his best friend is a pest and his mentor 
keeps trying to hide him away in the mountains where maybe he will be safe. 
 
 

Arundhati Roy: The God of Small Things 
This is the story of Rahel and Estha, twins growing up among the banana vats and 
peppercorns of their blind grandmother’s factory, and amid scenes of political turbulence in 
Kerala. Armed only with the innocence of youth, they fashion a childhood in the shade of the 
wreck that is their family 
 

Meg Rosoff: The Great Godden 
This is the story of one family. One dreamy summer. The summer when everything changes. 
In a sun-drenched house by the sea, a family of teenage brothers and sisters and older 
cousins fill the golden days with wine and games and planning a wedding. Enter the Goddens: 
irresistible, charming Kit and surly, silent Hugo. Suddenly there’s a serpent in paradise – and 
the consequences will be devastating. 
 

Leone Ross: This One Sky Day (Longlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction 2022) 
Dawn breaks across the archipelago of Popisho. The world is stirring awake again, each 
resident with their own list of things to do: A wedding feast to cook, an infidelity to 
investigate, a lost soul to set free. And two star-crossed lovers must try to find their way back 
to one another across this single day. When night falls, all have been given a gift, and many 
are no longer the same. The sky is pink, and some wonder if it will ever be blue again.  
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J.D.Salinger: The Catcher in the Rye 
Holden Caulfield is a seventeen- year-old dropout who has just been kicked out of his fourth 
school. Navigating his way through the challenges of growing up, Holden dissects the 'phony' 
aspects of society, and the 'phonies' themselves: the headmaster whose affability depends 
on the wealth of the parents, his roommate who scores with girls using sickly-sweet 
affection. 
 

Marcus Sedgwick: Saint Death 
Anapra is one of the poorest neighbourhoods in the Mexican city of Juarez - twenty metres 
outside town lies a fence, and beyond it, America - the dangerous goal of many a migrant. 
Faustino is one such trying to escape from the gang he's been working for. He's dipped into 
a pile of dollars he was supposed to be hiding and now he's on the run. He and his friend, 
Arturo, have only 36 hours to replace the missing money, or they're as good as dead. 
 

Diane Setterfield: The Thirteenth Tale 
Angelfield House stands abandoned and forgotten. It was once the imposing home of the 
March family – fascinating, manipulative Isabelle, Charlie, her brutal and dangerous 
brother, and the wild, untamed twins, Emmeline and Adeline. But Angelfield House 
conceals a chilling secret whose impact still resonate…. 
 

Fiona Shaw: Outwalkers (Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2019) 
The border’s closed, Jake said. No one can get into Scotland, just like no one can cross the 
Channel. This is England and it’s no longer a free country. The Government can track 
anyone, anywhere, from a chip implanted at birth. But Jake has escaped from his Academy 
orphanage, and he’s got to get to Scotland with his dog, Jet. When the Outwalkers gang 
grabs him, they go off-grid while the Government hunts for them. The closer they get to 
Scotland, the more dangerous it is. Because now, it’s not only their own lives that are at 
stake…. 
 
 

Elif Shafak: The Island of Missing Trees 
In 1974, two teenagers, from opposite sides of a divided Cyprus, meet at a tavern in the city 
they both call home. The tavern is the only place that Kostas, who is Greek, and Defne, who 
is Turkish, can meet in secret, hidden beneath the leaves of a fig tree growing through the 
roof of the tavern. This tree will witness their hushed, happy meetings, and will be there 
when the war breaks out and the teenagers vanish. Decades later in north London, sixteen-
year-old Ada has never visited the island where her parents were born. She seeks to 
untangle years of her family’s silence, but the only connection she has to the land of her 
ancestors is a fig tree growing in the back garden of their home…. 
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Dodie Smith: I capture the castle'I write this sitting in the kitchen sink' is the first 
line of this timeless, witty and enchanting novel about growing up. Cassandra 
Mortmain lives with her bohemian and impoverished family in a crumbling castle in 
the middle of nowhere. Her journal records her life with her beautiful, bored sister, 
Rose, her fadingly glamorous stepmother, Topaz, her little brother Thomas and her 
eccentric novelist father who suffers from a financially crippling writer's block. 
However, all their lives are turned upside down when the American heirs to the 
castle   arrive and Cassandra finds herself falling in love for the first time. 
 

Deirdre Sullivan: Tangleweed and Brine 
When you venture into forests, you must protect yourself. There’s a darkness here. 
Tread softly and be careful. Bewitched retellings of classic fairy tales with brave and 
resilient heroines. Tales of blood and intrigue, betrayal and enchantment – not for 
the faint-hearted or damsels in distress.  
 

William Sutcliffe: The Gifted, the Talented and Me (Shortlisted for the YA Bookseller 
Prize 2020) 
Fifteen year old Sam is not a famous vlogger, he’s never gone viral and he doesn’t want to be 
the Next Big Thing. In fact he’s ordinary and proud of it. None of which was a problem until 
Dad got rich and Mum made the whole family move to London. Now Sam’s off to the North 
London Academy for the Gifted and Talented, where everyone’s busy planning Hollywood 
domination or starting alt-metal psychedelica crossover bands. Sam knows he’s never belong, 
even if he wanted to. And that’s before he ends up on stage wearing nothing but a fur onesie.  
 

Donna Tartt: The Secret History 
Under the influence of their charismatic classics professor, a group of clever, eccentric misfits 
at an elite New England college discover a way of thinking and living that is a world away 
from the humdrum existence of their contemporaries. But when they go beyond the 
boundaries of normal morality their lives are changed profoundly and for ever. 
 

Sarah Waters: The Little Stranger 
In a dusty post-war summer in rural Warwickshire, a doctor is called to a patient at lonely 
Hundreds Hall. Home to the Ayres family for over two centuries, the Georgian house, once 
grand and handsome, is now in decline, its masonry crumbling, its gardens choked with 
weeds, its owners – mother, son and daughter – struggling to keep pace. But are the Ayreses 
haunted by something more sinister than a dying way of life? Little does Dr Faraday know 
how closely, and how disturbingly, their story is about to become entwined with his.  
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Katherine Webber: Only love can break your heart 
(Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2019) 
Reiko loves the endless sky and electric colours of the Californian desert. It is a refuge from 
an increasingly claustrophobic life of family pressures and her own secrets. Then she meet 
Seth, a boy who shares a love of the desert and her yearning for a different kind of life. But 
Reiko and Seth both want something the other can’t give them. As summer ends, things 
begin to fall apart. But sometimes a broken heart is all you need to set you free…. 
 

Jeanette Winterson: Oranges are not the only fruit 
This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her mother as one of God's elect. 
Zealous and passionate, she seems seems destined for life as a missionary, but then she 
falls for one of her converts. At sixteen, Jeanette decides to leave the church, her home 
and her family, for the young woman she loves. Innovative, punchy and tender, Oranges 
Are Not the Only Fruit is a few days ride into the bizarre outposts of religious excess and 
human obsession. 
 

Laura Wood: A Sky Painted Gold (Shortlisted for the YA Book Prize 2019) 
When Lou steals inside the grand Cardew house in the dreamy summer of 1929, she is 
drawn into the lives of the Cardew siblings – glittering whirlwind Caitlin and handsome, 
enigmatic Robert. But as Lou is swept into their dazzling world of moonlit parties, 
unrivalled glamour and whispered secrets, can she stay true to herself….and her heart? 
 

Laura Wood: A Snowfall of Silver (Sequel to A Sky Painted Gold) 
In the autumn of 1931, eighteen-year-old Freya runs away from her home in 
Cornwall to follow her dream of becoming an actress. When she finds work with a 
touring theatrical company, Freya thinks her path to success is clear. Amidst all 
the glamour and bustle of stage life, she discovers – for the first time – a place to 
belong. But can reality ever live up to her expectations? What if her life – and 
falling in love – turn out to be nothing like she planned? 
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